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CALLING LAKE 
MENNONITE VOLUNTARY SERVICE 
1955-1969 
It was August 1955. A 1941 Buick ambulance and a 1954 Chevrolet nosed 
their way along the rutted, though dusty road from Athabasca to end-of-the-road 
Calling Lake. The local rumour afloat that forty Mennonite families were moving into 
the area was put to rest when,upon arrival, four persons emerged from the two 
vehicles, one of which was a year old child. The four were Ike and Millie Glick and son 
John, Virginia U.S.A., and Richard Gingerich, Oregon U.S.A. 
The instructions from the sawmill owner, whose sawmill was being moved from 
Smith, AB (known then as Mirror Landing), were to continue toward Calling Lake until 
they spotted a pile of lumber, locate a suitable spot and use the lumber to build a 
granary for temporary living quarters. 
The 12' X 14" granary became home until the Service Unit house was built a 
stone's throw farther east near the Calling River. 
Over the next years from 1955 to 1969 approximately sixty Mennonite 
personnel came to the Calling Lake community for varying periods of time and were 
involved in the community in a variety of ways. The majority of the sixty had applied to 
the Mennonite Voluntary Service organization for a service assignment. 
The purpose of the organization, based in Elkhart, Indiana, U.S.A., is to provide 
opportunities for Mennonite young persons to become involved in areas of need, give 
them an away-from-home group living experience, expose them to other lifestyles, 
cultures, and ways of looking at life and invite them to integrate their Christian faith in 
practical ways. It was also an expectation that the volunteer would learn from those 
with whom they worked. 
Persons could volunteer for a summer service assignment or for a one or two-
year stint. Room and board would be provided and a monthly allowance of $10 the 
first year which increased 100% to $20 the second year! The group of young persons 
shared a house which was often referred to as the "Service Unit" or unit house -- the 
group being the "unit". A leadership team (usually a couple) or house parents were 
responsible for the group and were expected to report to the sponsoring organization 
on a regular basis. If feasible, several persons in the unit would seek employment in 
the service area and their earnings would help to support the local voluntary service 
operation. 
For over 50 years (since 1944) service units have been operating in the U.S. 
and Canada in both urban and rural areas where resources are minimal. Volunteers 
serve in child care, health care, recreation, agriculture, literacy, advocacy and youth 
work. 
Calling Lake became the base for a number of service units in Alberta: 
Sandy Lake - first ever school and a succession of school 
teachers 
Chipewyan Lake - school, trading post, school teachers 
Anzac - hostel for children along the NAR line, school teachers 
Imperial Mills - school teachers 
Eaglesham - school teachers 
Marlboro - school teachers, recreation 
Robb - school teachers 
These community service initiatives beginning in 1955 preceded the Northland School 
Division as well as Health and Social Services for isolated settlements of northern 
Alberta. 
On completion of the service unit house at Calling Lake, additional personnel 
were added in response to the voiced needs of the community. One of the first 
requests was for a nurse. Elma (Riehl) Knapp arrived in 1956 and, with her little black 
medical bag, became one of the community's "most wanted" in a very short time. Anna 
Rose (Nafziger) Kiesow came in 1956 to begin a kindergarten, only to be seconded by 
the public school division to teach Grades 1, 2 and 3. The kindergarten was actually 
begun by Inez (Wyse) Uchytil in 1963. 
In order to have a more centralized permanent health service, the community 
discussed the possibility of a health clinic located nearer the stores and post office 
where persons normally came. Following a community meeting, in which there was 
consensus about the clinic, two persons offered to donate logs, another who knew log 
construction agreed to put up the logs for $50, and men who had road work at the time 
agreed to each donate $5 from their wages. Mennonite Service personnel agreed to 
do the necessary liaison with government departments. Dream became reality in 
March, 1957 when the clinic opened for medical care. Prior to this, a temporary clinic 
room was located in the Mennonite Service Unit house at the south end of the 
lake/settlement. With few cars or trucks in the community, the more centrally located 
clinic gave the walking public easier access to medical services. The Service Unit 
vehicle made many emergency medical trips to Athabasca until vehicles became more 
prevalent at Calling Lake. The support of Dr. J . Brown in advising the local nurses in 
the use of medications and her ongoing consultation for medical issues was 
invaluable. 
Calling Lake School was a one-room one-teacher school until 1956. In the 
years following, rooms and teachers were added. More students were staying in 
school longer. A number of these additional teachers were Mennonites who came 
because they were interested in teaching in northern Alberta communities and were 
not sponsored by the Mennonite Voluntary Service organization and did not live in the 
Service Unit house. Raymond and Virginia Brubaker and Harvey Burkholder were 
such persons. 
Story time for children, recreational activities, boys and girls clubs, Youth Night, 
Junior Forest Rangers and Sunday School were some activities initiated by Service 
Unit personnel. Of the five nurses who came as volunteers, two married local fellows. 
Hilda (Eby) Crawford was one of these and served as public health nurse for the 
community from 1966 to her retirement in 1994. 
Several economic initiatives were taken as a service to the community or for 
employment. Paul White operated a box factory for a number of years and employed 
community persons to complete the orders as they came in. Mike Cardinal, now a 
member of the Alberta Legislative Assembly, was one of the employees. Leo and 
Bonnie Jantzi installed a laundromat in their basement and made the service available 
to the community until the powers-that-be required redoing all the plumbing with 
copper pipe which seemed an unnecessary expense. Gardening was encouraged 
and although the number of gardens increased, a market gardening initiative was not 
successful. 
When Mike and Jim Tanasiuk were ready to get out of the store business, 
Harvey and Darlene Burkholder, Leo and Bonnie Jantzi, Willis and Joyce Amstutz and 
Ike and Millie Glick bought the store and revamped it into Moosehorn Market. After the 
other couples moved from the community, Willis and Joyce continued to operate the 
store until 1990. Quite a few of the community young folks got their first experience in 
meeting the public behind the counter at Moosehorn Market. 
Team Products was organized as a marketing agency for Native handicrafts. 
This was prior to the Native Friendship Centres and cooperatives that now exist. As 
pilot of the Service Unit plane at that time, Ike Glick was in contact with isolated 
settlements. He, with others, encouraged the making of handicrafts beyond what was 
needed for their families as an added source of income. Materials such as beads and 
thread were brought in and markets found for what was produced. 
Of the sixty persons who came to Calling Lake during that fourteen-year period, 
twenty continue to live in Alberta following their voluntary service assignment rather 
than return to their original communities in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Kansas, Iowa, 
Michigan, Virginia, Oregon, Arkansas, Ontario, Saskatchewan and elsewhere. 
Northern Alberta had a special appeal. For some, it was the simpler lifestyle and the 
realization that lasting values are not money and possession-oriented; some found a 
life mate; others developed a particular interest because of their volunteer experience 
and began a new career in Alberta. 
Reflecting on the two-fold mandate of the Mennonite Voluntary Service 
organization, that is, (1) what the service experience would do to the volunteer and (2) 
what the volunteer could share with others, the following comments of the service 
personnel confirm the success of the one part. "We received more than we gave." "My 
life will never be the same." "I found my own answers to some of life's questions." "I 
made wonderful friendships." 
Whether or not the other part of the mandate was met can only be answered by 
those who lived and worked with them in the community. 
Submitted by Millie Glick 
April 1995 
Voluntary Service Personnel 
Richard and Shirley Gingerich 
Ike and Millie Glick 
Elma (Riehl) Knapp 
Anna Rose (Nafziger) Kiesow 
Elvin Blosser 
Julia Yoder 
Leo and Bonnie Jantzi 
Bob Christophel 
Nell Alger 
Willis Amstutz 
Hilda (Eby) Crawford 
Floris Knepp 
George Wicker 
Barbara Ann (White) Wicker 
Inez (Wyse) Uchytil 
Marianne (Roth) Schlegel 
John and Sylvia Leonard 
Alvin and Elaine (Wideman) Hershberger 
Don Schrock 
Jim Hartzler 
Ray and Betty Good 
Wilbur and Mary Litwiller 
Leo and Carolyn Ulrich 
John and Virginia Wenger 
John and Becky Rutt 
lla Jones 
Sandra (Nafziger) Cardinal 
Don and Roseanne Wiest 
Glen and Pearl Lind 
Voluntary Service Summer Personnel 
Delmar Yoder 
Eddie Miller 
Paul Landis 
Roy Hartzler 
Raymond and Dora Nafziger 
Paul Nafziger 
Stuart Shank 
Dana Kauffman 
Laverne Martin 
Roy Martin 
Sanford Christophel 
Other Mennonites Who Were Part of the Community 
Paul and Helen White 
Raymond and Virginia Brubaker 
Harvey and Darlene Burkholder 
Vernon and Feme Glick 
Ralph Alger 
